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Powers presented the collective note in which they informed
the Porte that agreement has been reached among the five
Powers on the Eastern question, and requested him not to
come to any final arrangement with Mohammed Ali without
their concurrence.

The adhesion of the Russian Ambassador to this note was
little expected, and came as a revelation to the Powers,
especially to France, who suspected Russia of harbouring
selfish aims against Turkey.

The collective note was communicated to Mohammed Ali
by the consuls on August 6. It aroused his anger against
Khosrew, whom he regarded as responsible for accepting the
note. The note, he thought, had robbed the Sultan of his
independence, and put Turkey under the benevolent protec-
tion of the Powers. It also robbed him of the chance of settling
his differences with the Sultan directly. For, with a victorious
army led by a trusted general like Ibrahim and with both fleets
in his hands, he could have dictated his own terms of peace.

But Mohammed Ali let his chance slip from his hands. Had
Ibrahim marched up to Constantinople and the Russians
sailed down the Bosphorus as would have happened, the result
could not have been in doubt. But Europe was spared a
general conflagration. Mohammed Ali, in deference to the
French Government, commanded Ibrahim to halt after Nezib.
Russia, too, in order to clear her conscience towards the
Powers, hastened to sign the collective note to the Porte.

The day on which the Powers assured the Sultan of a united
front also marked the beginning of a strong divergence in the
political views of the Powers. Henceforward Palmerston
became the pivot on which the Eastern question turned. " My
own opinion/7 he wrote to Granville, his ambassador in Paris,
" is and has long been made up; it is that we ought to support
the Sultan heartily and vigorously with France, if France will
act with us; without her if she should decline."1 When wax
actually broke out between Mohammed Ali and the Porte,
Palmerston was determined on two things: that he would
neither support Mohammed Alf s claims nor allow Russia to
act alone. But when his apprehensions of Russia were relieved

1 Foreign Office Records: France. Patoaerston to Granville, June